
Definitions for Key Revenue and Spending Summary Variables 
 
The summary revenue and expenditure variables listed below provide alternative measures of the 
overall level of government revenues and expenditures. Although the names sound similar, there are 
major definitional differences.   
 
Full definitions for the summary variables listed below and all other fiscal variables shown in the 
FiSC database can be found in the U.S. Census Bureau’s Government Finance and Employment 
Classification Manual, which is available at: http://www.census.gov/govs/classification/.  
 
Key Summary Revenue Variables 
 
Total Revenue: All revenue sources, including utility revenue (water, electric, gas, and transit), liquor 
store revenue, and employee retirement trust fund revenue.  
 
General Revenue: All revenue sources, except for utility revenue, liquor store revenue, and employee 
retirement trust fund revenue. Implication: There is less variation across FiSCs in the level of general 
revenue than in total revenue. For the most part, general revenues are used to finance a full array of 
public services, and thus provide a better measure of the resources each FiSC has available to finance 
its core functions. The three revenue sources not included in General Revenue have restricted uses. 
Also many cities place limited reliance on revenue from government run enterprises. 
 
Own Source Revenue: All general revenue raised by local governments, including taxes, charges, 
and miscellaneous revenue. This category excludes state and federal aid. Implication: There is 
significantly more variation across FiSCs in the level of own source revenue than in general revenue, 
because of major differences across cities in their reliance on state and federal aid. 
 
Key Summary Expenditure Variables 
Total Expenditures: All spending categories, including intergovernmental expenditures by the local 
government to the state or federal government. 
 
Direct Expenditures: All spending categories, except for intergovernmental expenditures. This 
category includes utility expenditures (water, electric, gas, and transit). Implication: 
Intergovernmental expenditures are small for most FiSCs, but quite large for a few FiSCs. Thus, the 
difference between total expenditures and direct expenditures is typically small, but is big in a few 
cases.  
 
General Expenditures: All spending categories, except for intergovernmental expenditures, utility 
expenditures, liquor store expenditures, and employee retirement trust expenditures. Implication: 
There is less variation across FiSCs in the level of general expenditures than in direct expenditures, 
and general expenditures arguably provide a better measure of total expenditures on core government 
functions.  
 
Current Operations: All spending categories, except for capital outlays, interest on debt, insurance 
benefits and repayments, assistance and subsidies, and intergovernmental expenditures. Implication: 
Current operations are less volatile from year-to-year than general expenditures largely because of 
the exclusion of capital outlays.  
 
Salaries and Wages: This exhibit shows total spending on salaries and wages. It is separate from the 
hierarchical structure used to organize the spending variables. 


