
Definitions for Additional Variables 
 

Census ID: 9-digit identification number from the Census of Government Finance dataset. 
 
City and County Population: The annual population estimates use intercensal population 
estimates from the U.S. Census Bureau for counties (1977-present) and “places” (2000-present). 
A variety of techniques have been used to estimate annual population for places prior to 2000. 
For details, see page 10 in the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy working paper “Methodology 
Used to Create Fiscally Standardized Cities Database,” available by clicking on the 
“Methodology of FiSCs” side-bar in the FiSC sub-center. 
 
Consolidated City-County Government: Dummy variable indicates whether the city is served by 
a consolidated city-county government (1 = Yes, 0 = No). Cities served by consolidated 
governments do not have separate overlying county governments, because the city and county 
governments are effectively merged into a single governmental entity. There were 25 FiSCs 
served by consolidated governments in 2010, including Philadelphia, Indianapolis, and 
Louisville.  
 
School District Type: Categorical variable describes the type of school district for the FiSC. 
   1: City-wide independent school district that is coterminous with city boundaries 
   2: County-wide independent school district that is coterminous with county boundaries 
   3: One or more independent school district(s) whose boundaries extend beyond city boundaries  
   4: City-dependent school district 
   5: County-dependent school district 
 
School Districts – Number in City: This is the number of independent school districts whose 
boundaries fall within the boundary of the central city. In some cases, the count of school 
districts may include districts that educate only a handful of central city residents. See page 5 in 
the Lincoln Institute working paper, “Methodology Used to Create Fiscally Standardized Cities 
Database” for details. 
 
School Enrollment in City (Est.) 
This provides an estimate of the number of public school students that live in the city. For cities 
with independent school districts, the estimates use data on enrollment in each school district 
reported in the individual unit of governments files of the Census of Government Finance and 
Annual Surveys of State and Local Government Finance. Enrollment is allocated to the FiSC 
based on the percentage of students in each school district that live in the city. These percentages 
are determined using GIS analysis of decennial census data. For cities with dependent school 
districts, the estimates use data from the 1980-2000 decennial Censuses and the 2006-2010 
American Community Survey on the number of K-12 public school students in the appropriate 
city or county. Annual enrollment estimates are based on the annual city population estimates 
described above and changes between the decennial Censuses in the percentage of city residents 
that are K-12 public school students. See page 5 in “Methodology Used to Create Fiscally 
Standardized Cities Database” for details. 
 


