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Tax Assistance

Enterprise Zone Program

The I llinois  Enterprise Zone P rogram is  des igned to s timulate economic  growth and
neighborhood revitalization in economically depressed areas  of the s tate.  This  is
accomplished through s tate and local tax incentives , regulatory relief, and
improved governmental services . 
 

The I llinois  Enterprise Zone A c t was  s igned into law December 7 , 1982.  T he
purpose of the A c t is  to s timulate economic  growth and neighborhood revitalization
in economically depressed areas  of the s tate.  Bus inesses  located (or those that
choose to locate) in a des ignated enterprise zone can become eligible to obtain
spec ial s tate and local tax incentives , regulatory relief, and improved governmental
services , thus  providing an economic  s timulus  to an area that would otherwise be
neglec ted.

Bus inesses  located or expanding in an I llinois  enterpris e zone may be eligible for
the following incentives: an exemption on the retailers ’ occupation tax paid on
building materials , an inves tment tax c redit of .5  percent of qualified property, and
an enterprise zone jobs  tax c redit for each job c reated in the zone for which a
certified dis located worker or economically disadvantaged individual is  hired.
A dditional exemptions , such as  an expanded s tate sales  tax exemption on
purchases  of personal property used or consumed in the manufac turing process  or
in the operation of a pollution control fac ility and an exemption on the s tate utility
tax for elec tric ity, natural gas  and the I llinois  C ommerce C ommiss ion’s
adminis trative charge and telecommunication exc ise tax are available for
companies  that make the minimum s tatutory inves tment that either c reates  or
retains  the necessary number of jobs .  These exemptions  require a bus iness  to
make application to, and be certified by, the Department.  In addition to the s tate
incentives , each zone offers  dis tinc tive local incentives  to enhance bus iness
development projec ts .  Each enterprise zone has  a des ignated zone adminis trator
who is  respons ible for zone compliance and is  available to answer ques tions
regarding the zone. To receive a C ertificate of E ligibility for Sales  Tax Exemption,
you must contac t the local zone adminis trator of the zone into which the purchased
building material will be incorporated. More information regarding I llinois  enterprise
zones  is  available by c licking on the links  below. 

Enterprise Zone A dminis trators

Enterprise Zone C ontac ts

I llinois  Enterprise Zone Map

EnterpriseZone Tax Q ues tions  and A nswers

2006 Enterprise Zone A nnual Report

2007 Enterprise Zone A nnual Report

2008 Enterprise Zone A nnual Report

2009 Enterprise Zone A nnual Report

Or for further information please contact:
I llinois  Department of Commerce
& Economic Opportunity
Bureau of Bus iness  Development
620 Eas t Adams,
Springfield, I llinois  62701
Tel  217-785-6193
TDD 800-785-6055
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