As new states entered the union, Congress
made land grants to those states to provide
support for a variety of public institutions,
principally public schools. The Wyoming
Constitution contains provisions guiding the
Statebs management of these | ands. Unl i ke
public lands, state trust lands are held in
trust by the state for designated
beneficiaries. As trustees, the Board of
Land Commissioners and State Land Office
Staff have a fiduciary duty to manage the
lands for the benefit of the beneficiaries of
the trust grant. They lease, sell, exchange
and acquire these lands for a diverse range
of uses to meet that responsibility
generating revenue for the designated
beneficiaries, today and for future
generations.

There are approximately 3.6 million surface

acres and 4.2 million mineral acres of trust Map: Sonoran Institute Due to sale activities for given trust lands,
. - . maps may not reflect the most current
lands in Wyoming. Surface acres include holdings of a given state trust land agency.

land that is managed for agriculture,

grazing, timber and commercial and residential development uses. The mineral acres include lands that
contain large deposits of oil, gas, coal and other minérslsst of the trust lands in Wyoming are scattered
throughout the state in a checkerbegge pattern, with a few large, consolidated parcels.

How are trust lands in Wyoming managed?

Wyomi ngdbs trust | ands are mar
State Lands and Investments (OSLI), which acts as the
fadmi ni strative and advisory
Commissioners and the State Loan and Investment
BoaPBobh Boards are compri sed
five statewide elected officials: the Governor, Secretary
of State, State Treasurer, State Auditor, and the
Superintendent of Public Instruction. The Wyoming
Constitution requires that the Board of Land
Commissioners manages the land in a manner that will
ifirealize the |l argest possi bl e
legislative directiort. The Board is also charged with
ensuring intergenerational equity for the beneficiaries
by managing these lands using a total asset management
approach. This approach seeks to optimize and

Photo:Wyoming OSLI diversify trust asset revenues as well as preserve and
enhance trust asset values for the long term.

The Director of OSLI is appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the Wyoming SeD8ltd. is

responsible for the management, lease, sale and exchange of trust lands as well as the receipt of revenue and the
subsequent transfer of these funds to the State Tre
Commissioners in applying total asset management principles in order to optimize and diversify trust asset
revenue and preserve and enhance trust asset values
applying sound investment policies, and in optimally utilizing grant and loan program fundina

in order to strengthen ®l ocal government ltruct



