
Oregon Trust Lands & Education Funding  

As new states entered the union, Congress made land 

grants to those states to provide support for a variety 

of public institutions, principally public schools.  

These lands were accepted through ratification of 

state constitutions that contained provisions guiding 

the stateôs management of these lands. Unlike public 

lands, state trust lands are held in trust by the state for 

designated beneficiaries. As trustees, state land 

managers have a fiduciary duty to manage the lands 

for the benefit of the beneficiaries of the trust grant.  

They lease and sell these lands for a diverse range of 

uses to meet that responsibility ï generating revenue 

for the designated beneficiaries, today and for future 

generations.  
 
There are approximately 760,000 surface acres and 

1.2 million mineral acres of trust land in Oregon.1  

Surface acres include land that is managed for timber 

and grazing. The mineral acres include underground 

areas that could be managed for resource extraction. 

Most of the trust lands in Oregon are concentrated in 

the southeastern part of the state. There is also a large 

consolidated block of trust land in the southwestern 

part of the state known as the Elliott State Forest.  

The remainder of the land is scattered throughout the state.2  
 

How are trust lands in Oregon managed?  
 
Trust lands in Oregon are managed by the Oregon Department of 

State Lands (ODSL) under the direction of the State Land Board 

(Board).3  The Board is composed of Oregonôs top three elected 

officials:  the Governor, Secretary of State, and the State 

Treasurer.4  The Board appoints the Director of the Oregon 

Department of State Lands who acts as chief executive officer.5  

The Board is required by the constitution to manage these trust 

lands ñwith the object of obtaining the greatest benefit for the 

people of this state, consistent with conservation of this resource 

under sound techniques of land management.ò6  

 

The ODSL is required to ñmanage, control and protectò the trust 

land in order to obtain the highest ñpermanent value of the 

lands.ò7 The agency is responsible for the management, lease and 

sale of trust lands, the receipt of revenues from trust land 

activities, and the subsequent transfer of these funds to the State 

Treasurer.  ODSLôs mission is ñTo ensure the legacy for 

Oregonians and their public schools through sound stewardship 

of trust lands, wetlands, waterways, unclaimed property, estates 

and the Common School Fund.ò 8  The agencyôs Land 

Management Division is funded out of the income generated by 

trust resources.9 
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*Due to sale activities for given trust lands, maps may not 
reflect the most current holdings of a given state trust land 

agency. 

State Trust Lands in Oregon 

Light blue designates state trust land.  
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Who are the beneficiaries of trust lands in Oregon?  

 

Revenues generated from Oregonôs trust lands are deposited into one trust fund although Oregonôs original 

trust land grants included six beneficiaries.  The legislature consolidated all original trusts into the Common 

School Fund, and an 1887 law directed all future sales income from internal improvement lands to be 

deposited into the Common School Fund. 

Oregon Trust Land Beneficiary Funds and Surface Acreage Dedicated to Each10 
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Fund Beneficiary Surface Acres in Fund 
% Acres 

Common Schools Public Schools (K-12) 758,585 

  
  100.0% 

Capital Buildings To construct public buildings 0       0.0% 

Internal Improvements Public Schools (K-12) 518 

  
      0.0% 

Agricultural College 

Land Oregon State University 0 

 

      0.0%  

Salt Springs Fund 

To protect salt springs for 

public use 0 

  

     0.0% 

University Fund University of Oregon 0      0.0% 

  Total  759,103  100.0% 

Public schools are the designee of essentially all remaining trust land in Oregon and receive 100% of the net 

revenue generated by trust land in the state. 
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