As new states entered the union, Congre )
made land grants to those states to provi State Trust Lands in Montana
support for a variety of public institutions,
principally public schools. These lands
were accepted through ratification of stat
constitutions that contained provisions
guiding the stateb
lands. Unlike public lands, state trust lang
are held in trust by the state for designatg
beneficiaries. As trustees, state land
managers have a fiduciary duty to manag
the lands for the benefit of the beneficiari
of the trust grant. They lease and sell thg
lands for a diverse range of uses to meet
that responsibility generating revenue fol
the designated beneficiaries, today and f

. Light blue designates state trust land.
future generations.

Due to sale activities for given trust lands, maps may not
reflect the most current holdings of a given state trust land

There are approximately 5 million surfacq  agency.
acres and 6.2 million mineral acres of tru
land in Montand. Surface acres include
land that is managed for agriculture,
grazing, timber and commercial uses. The mineral acres include underground areas that contain deposits of
oil, gas, coal and other minerdldviost of the trust lands in Montana are scattered throughout the state in a
checkerboard pattern, with only a few consolidated parcels.
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How are trust lands in Montana
managed?

Trust lands in Montana are managed by the Montana
Trust Land Management Division (TLMD) of the
Department of Natural Resources and Conservation
(DNRC). The TLMD operates with direction from the
State Legislature and a Board of Land Commissioners
composed of Montanads top fi
Governor, the Secretary of State, the Attorney General,
the State Auditor and the Superintendent of Public
Instruction® The Montana Code requires that the
Board of Land Commissioners manage the land in
order to fAsecure the | argest
reasonabl e advantage to the
longt erm financi al “TheBoasdr t of
sets policy and must approve permanent disposal of
land and transactions over $50,00Dhe Director of

the DNRC is chosen by and serves at the pleasure of the
Governor® The Administrator of the TLMD is hired by the Director and is the executive of the TLMD.
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The TLMD is responsible for the management, | eas
t he State of Montanads t r usthetrusabenficiariessmhile conseeringt o p
environmental factors and protecting the future incgneener at i ng capacity of the
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