As new states entered the union, Congress mad
land grants to those states to provide support fof State Trust Lands in Colorado
variety of public institutions, principally public
schools. These lands were accepted through
ratification of state constitutions that contained
provisions guiding thgeg
lands. Unlike public lands, state trust lands are h
in trust by the state for designated beneficiaries.
trustees, state land managers have a fiduciary d
to manage the lands for the benefit of the
beneficiaries of the trust grant. They lease and §
these lands for a diverse range of uses to meet t
responsibilityi generating revenue for the
designated beneficiaries, today and for future
generations.
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There are approximately 2.8 million surface acre

and 4 million mineral acres of trust land in Light blue designates state trust land.
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Colorado. Surfa(_:e acres mchde land that I,S Due to sale activities for given trust lands, maps may
managed for agriculture, grazing, commercial an not reflect the most current holdings of a given state
right-of-way useg. The mineral acres include trust land agency.

underground areas that contain deposits of ail, g
and coaf Trust lands in Colorado are mostly : ,

- . Map; Sonoran Institute
concentrated in a checkerboard pattern in the eastern grasslands, although there are a few
large, consolidated parcels, including areas near more urban parts of the state such as
Denver, Colorado Springs and Pueblo.

How are trust lands in Colorado managed?

The management of Coloradobs t
Colorado State Land Board (SLB), comprised of five

volunteer Commissioners who are appointed by the Governor

and approved by the Colorado State Senate for ayfmar

term? The SLB is one of eight divisions within the Colorado
Department of Natural Resources. The members of the SLB

S appoint a Director to administ
Sthe SLB6s ovVer>ThagSLB israspohsiblep pr o v
= for generating a fAreasonable a
timed for t °dteagedreinfentedftomar i es .
| proceeds from the trust lands, not from tax dollars.

Photo: Colorado SBLC

The SLB is responsible for the management, lease and sale of state trust lands, the receipt of revenues from
trust land activities, and the subsequent transfer of these funds to the State Treasurer. The Colorado
Constitution requires that t h-genddtddal publittdustforthest asse
support of public schools,® managed to protect the
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Who are the beneficiaries of trust lands in Colorado?

Revenues gene

rat ed

from Col
beneficiary groups. A specific acreage of trust lands belongs to each beneficiary, and the revenue generated
correspondi

oradods

trust

from those |l ands is deposited into the
Colorado Trust Land Beneficiary Funds and Acreage Dedicated to Eaéh

Fund Beneficiary Surface Acres in Fund | % Acres
Colorado State University Colorado State University 19,949 0.7%
Hesperus Fort Lewis College 6,279 0.2%
Internal Improvements | State Parks 67,406 2.4%
Penitentiary Penitentiary 6,847 0.2%
Public Buildings Public Buildings 530, 0.0%
Saline State Parks 11,354 0.4%
School Public Schools 2,663,238 93.5%
State Forest State Forest 70,201 2.5%
University of Colorado | University of Colorado 3,521 0.1%

Total 2,849,329 100.0%

Public schools are the beneficiary of 93% of the trust land in Colorado and receive the majority of the revenue

generated by state trust land in the sthte.
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