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A Brief History



Cumulative State-Imposed Property Tax Limitations by Decade, 
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				Rate Limit		Adoption Year		Levy Limit		Adoption Year		Assessment Limit		Adoption Year

		Count of States		37				37				19

				61				44				25				130

		Alabama		3		1875 state, county, & municipality		1		1972

						1916 school

						1972 overall

		Alaska		1		1972 municipality		1		1972

		Arizona		1		1980 overall		1		1913		2		1980

														2012 (eff. 2015)

		Arkansas		1		1883 county & municipality		1		1981		1		2000 (eff. 2001)

		California		1		1978 overall						1		1978

		Colorado		1		1992 local and school 		2		1913		1		1982

										1992

		Connecticut						1		1990 (Hartford only)		1		1987 (local option)

		Delaware		2		1852 county(Kent only)		1		1972

						1953 vo-tech school

		District of Columbia						2		2006 (residential)		1		2002

										2010 (commercial)

		Florida		2		1855 school		1		1980		2		1992 (eff. 1995) (homestead)

						1968 county & municipality								2008 (non-homestead)

		Georgia		3		1874 municipality (repealed 1977)						2		1983 (local option)

						1904 statewide								2010 forest land

						1920 county

						1945 school

		Hawaii

		Idaho		3		1913 county		1						1978 (eff. 1980,

						1963 school				1979 (repealed 1992)				repealed 1982)

						1967 municipality				1995

						1978 overall (never took effect)

		Illinois		2		1939 county		1		1991		1		2003

						1961 municipality & school

		Indiana		1		1975 (local)		2		1973

										2008 (codified in 2010)

		Iowa		2		1972 municipality						1		1978

						1989 school

		Kansas						1		1970 (replaced in 1999)

										1999

		Kentucky		2		1908 county & municipality		2		1965

						1946 school 				1979

		Louisiana		1		1974 municipality, parish, school, & statewide		1		1978

		Maine						1		2005

		Maryland										2		1957

														1975

		Massachusetts		1		1980 (municipality)		1		1980

		Michigan		3		1932 (effective 1933) overall		1		1978		1		1994

						1949 city

						1994 school

		Minnesota						1		1971 (repealed in 1993)

										1997 (eff. 1998–1999 )

										Reenacted 2008

										(eff. 2009-2011)

										2013 (eff. 2014 only)

		Mississippi						2		1980

										1983 school district

		Missouri		1		1875 county, municipality, & school		1		1980

		Montana		1		1931 county (replaced by levy limit)		1		1986 (eff. 1987)		1		1975

						1965 municipality (repealed 2001)								Major amendments to enact new limits in 2003 and 2009

						1971 school 

		Nebraska		2		1903 county (repealed)		1		1978

						1921 school (repealed)

						1957 municipality

						1996 (eff. 1998)

		Nevada		4		1929 municipality		2		1983

						1936 overall				2005

						1956 school

						1979 overall

		New Hampshire

		New Jersey						1		1976

		New Mexico		2		1914 overall		1		1979		2		2000



						1973 county, municipality, & school

		New York		1		1894 city, county, village, and school		1		2011		2		1971 (New York City and Nassau County)

														1981 (agricultural) 

		North Carolina		1		1973 county and municipality

		North Dakota		1		1929 county, municipality, & school		1		1981

		Ohio		1		1911 overall		1		1976

		Oklahoma		1		1933 overall						1		1996

		Oregon		2		1990 (eff. 1991) overall				1916 (repealed 1962)		1		1980 (repealed 1985)

						1997 overall				1962 (repealed and replaced in 1997)				1997

										1996 (never took effect, repealed 1997)

		Pennsylvania		3		1949 school		2		1933 (repealed in part)

						1955 county				1943 (repealed 2010)

						1965 municipality				1953 county

										2006

		Rhode Island						1		1985

		South Carolina		1		1995 overall						1		2006

		South Dakota		1		1915 county, municipality, & school 		1		1995 (eff. 1997)

		Tennessee

		Texas		1		1883 municipality, county, and school 		1		1979 (eff. 1982)		1		1997

		Utah		2		1898 county				1969 (repealed 1986)

						1929 municipality & school 

		Vermont

		Virginia						1		1975 (eff. 1976)

		Washington		2		1944 overall		1		1971 (declared unconstitutional, then reinstated in 2007)

						1973 county & municipality

		West Virginia		1		1939 overall		1		1990

		Wisconsin		1		1993 (eff. 1994) county		1		2005

		Wyoming		2		1890 county & municipality

						1911 school





Bar Chart Cumulative Limits
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Sheet2

		1820s		138				1

		1850s						2

		1852		Delaware: County Rate Limit (Kent County only)		1

		1855		Florida: School Rate Limit		1

		1870s						5

		1874		Georgia: Municipal Rate Limit (repealed in 1977)		1

		1875		Missouri: County, Municipal, and School Rate Limits		1

				Alabama: Statewide, County, and Municipal Rate Limits		1

		1880s						7

		1883		Arkansas: County and Municipal Rate Limits		1

				Texas: Municipal, County, and School Rate Limits		1

		1890s						10

		1890		Wyoming: County and Municipal Rate Limits		1

		1894		New York: City, County, Village and School Rate Limits		1

		1898		Utah: County Rate Limit		1

		1900s						12

		1903		Nebraska: County Rate Limit (repealed)		0

		1904		Georgia: Statewide Rate Limit		1

		1908		Kentucky: County and Municipal Rate Limit		1

		1910s						21

		1911		Wyoming: School Rate Limit		1

				Ohio: Overall Rate Limit		1

		1913		Arizona: Levy Limit		1

				Colorado: Levy Limit		1

				Idaho: County Rate Limit		1

		1914		New Mexico: Rate Limit		1

		1915		South Dakota: Rate Limit		1

		1916		Oregon: Levy Limit (repealed in 1962)		1

				Alabama: School Rate Limit		1

		1920s						25

		1920		Georgia: County School Rate Limit		1

		1921		Nebraska: School Rate Limit (repealed)		0

		1929		Nevada: Municipal Rate Limit		1

				North Dakota: County, Municipal, & School Rate Limit		1

				Utah: Municipal and School Rate Limits		1

		1930s						33

		1931		Montana: County Rate Limit (replaced by levy limit)		1

		1932		Michigan: Overall Rate Limit (effective 1933)		1

		1933		Oklahoma: Rate Limit		1

				Pennsylvania: Levy Limit (repealed in part)		1

		1936		Nevada: Rate Limit		1

		1938		New York: Lev Limit		1

		1939		Illinois: County Rate Limit		1

				West Virginia: Overall Rate Limit		1

		1940s						39

		1943		Pennsylvania: Levy Limit (repealed in 2010)		1

		1944		Washington: Overall Rate Limit		1

		1945		Georgia: School Rate Limit		1

		1946		Kentucky: School Rate Limit		1

		1949		Michigan: City Rate Limit		1

				Pennsylvania: School Rate Limit		1

		1950s						44

		1953		Pennsylvania: County Levy Limit		1

		1953		Delaware: Vo-tech School Rate Limit		1

						0

		1956		Nevada: School Rate Limit		1

		1957		Nebraska: Municipal Rate Limit		1

		1957		Maryland: Assessment Limit		1

		1960s						52

		1961		Illinois: Municipal and School Rate Limits		1

		1962		Oregon: Levy Limit (repealed and replaced in 1997)		1		-1		OR

		1963		Idaho: School Rate Limit		1

		1965		Kentucky: Levy Limit		1

				Montana: Municipal Rate Limit (repealed in 2001)		1

				Pennsylvania: Municipal Rate Limit		1

		1967		Idaho: Municipal Rate Limit		1

		1968		Florida: County and Municipal Rate Limits		1

		1969		Utah: Levy Limit (repealed 1986)		1

		1970s						84

		1970		Kansas: Levy Limit (replaced in 1999)		1

		1971		Minnesota: Levy Limit (repealed in 1993)		1

				Montana: School Rate Limit		1

				New  York: Assessment Limit (New York City and Nassau County only)		1

				Washington: Levy Limit (declared unconstitutional and reinstated in 2007)		1

		1972		Alabama: Levy Limit and Overall Rate Limit		1

				Alaska: Municipal Rate Limit and Levy Limit		2

				Delaware: Levy Limit		1

				Iowa: Municipal Rate Limit		1

		1973		Indiana: Levy Limit and local rate limits		2

				New Mexico: County, Municipal, and School Rate Limits		1

				North Carolina: County and Municipal Rate Limits		1

				Washington: County and Municipal Rate Limits		1

		1974		Louisiana: Municipal, Parish, and School Rate Limits; Statewide Rate Limit		1

		1975

				Montana: Assessment Limit		1

				Virginia Levy Limit (eff. 1976)		1

				Maryland: Assessment Limit		1

		1976		New Jersey: Levy Limit		1

				Ohio: Levy Limit		1

		1978		California: Assessment Limit and Rate Limit		2		-1		GA

				Idaho: Rate Limit (never took effect) and Assessment Limit (effective 1980, repealed 1982)		1

				Iowa: Assessment limit		1

				Louisiana: Levy Limit		1

				Michigan: Levy Limit		1

				Nebraska: Levy Limit		1

		1979		Idaho: Levy Limit (repealed 1992)		1

				Kentucky: Levy Limit		1

				Nevada: Rate Limit		1

				New Mexico: Levy Limit		1

				Texas: Levy Limit (effective 1982)		1

		1980s						100

		1980		Arizona: Assessment Limit and Residential Rate Limit		2



				Massachusetts: Rate and Levy Limit		2

				Mississippi: Municipal and County Levy Limits		1

				Missouri: Levy Limit		1

				Oregon: Assessment Limit (repealed 1985)		1

		1981		Arkansas: Levy Limit		1

				New York: Assessment Limit (Agricultural)		1

				North Dakota: Levy Limit		1

		1982		Colorado: Assessment Limit		1		-1		ID

		1983		Mississippi: School District Levy Limit		1

				Nevada: Levy Limit		1

				Georgia: Local Option Assessment Limit		1

		1985		Rhode Island: Levy Limit		1		-1		OR

		1986		Montana: Levy Limit (effective 1987) 		1		-2		MT, UT

		1987		Connecticut: Local Option Assessment Limit		1		1

				Connecticut (City of Hartford): Rate Limit		1

		1989		Iowa: School Rate Limit		1

		1990s						115

		1990

				Oregon: Overall Rate Limit (effective 1991)		1

				West Virginia: Levy Limit		1

		1991		Illinois: Levy Limit		1

		1992		Colorado: Rate and Levy Limits		2

				Florida: Assessment Limit (Homesteads) (effective 1995)		1		-1		ID

		1993		Wisconsin: Rate Limit (effective 1994)		1		-1		MN

		1994		Michigan: Assessment Limit; School Rate Limit		2

		1995		Idaho: Levy Limit		1

				South Carolina: Overall Rate Limit		1

				South Dakota: Levy Limit (effective 1997)		1

		1996		Nebraska: Rate Limit (effective 1998)		1

				Oklahoma: Assessment Limit		1

				Oregon: Levy Limit (never took effect, repealed in 1997)		0

		1997		Oregon: Assessment Limit and Rate Limits		2		-1		OR

				Texas: Assessment Limit		1

				Minnesota: Levy Limit (effective 1998–1999 only)		1

		1999		Kansas: Levy Limit (replaced 1970 levy limit)		1		-1		KS

		2000s						126

		2000		Arkansas: Assessment Limit (effective 2001)		1		-1		MN

				New Mexico: Assessment Limit		1

		2002		District of Columbia: Assessment Limit		1		-1		MT, 

		2003		Illinois: Local Option Assessment Limit		1

		2005		Maine: Levy Limit		1

				Nevada: Levy Limit		1

				Wisconsin: Levy Limit		1

		2006		District of Columbia: Levy Limit (Residential Property)		1

				Pennsylvania: Levy Limit		1		-1

		2007		South Carolina: Assessment Limit		1		1

		2007		 Florida: Maximum Millage Rates		1

		2008		Florida: Assessment Limit (Non-Homesteads)		1

				Indiana: Levy Limit (codified in 2010)		1

				Minnesota: Levy Limit (reenacted 1997 limit, effective 2009–2011 only)		1

		2010s						129

		2010		District of Columbia: Levy Limit (Commercial Property)		1		-1		PA

				Georgia: Assessment Limit (Forest Land)		1

		2011		New  York: Levy Limit		1

		2012		Arizona: Assessment Limit (effective 2015)		1		-1		MN

		2013		Minnesota: Levy Limit (effective 2014 only)		1

						140

								140





Worksheet

				138

		1850s						2

		1852		Delaware: County Rate Limit (Kent County only)		1

		1855		Florida: School Rate Limit		1

		1870s						5

		1874		Georgia: Municipal Rate Limit (repealed in 1977)		1

		1875		Missouri: County, Municipal, and School Rate Limits		1

				Alabama: Statewide, County, and Municipal Rate Limits		1

		1880s						7

		1883		Arkansas: County and Municipal Rate Limits		1

				Texas: Municipal, County, and School Rate Limits		1

		1890s						10

		1890		Wyoming: County and Municipal Rate Limits		1

		1894		New York: City, County, Village and School Rate Limits		1

		1898		Utah: County Rate Limit		1

		1900s						12

		1903		Nebraska: County Rate Limit (repealed)		0

		1904		Georgia: Statewide Rate Limit		1

		1908		Kentucky: County and Municipal Rate Limit		1

		1910s						21

		1911		Wyoming: School Rate Limit		1

				Ohio: Overall Rate Limit		1

		1913		Arizona: Levy Limit		1

				Colorado: Levy Limit		1

				Idaho: County Rate Limit		1

		1914		New Mexico: Rate Limit		1

		1915		South Dakota: Rate Limit		1

		1916		Oregon: Levy Limit (repealed in 1962)		1

				Alabama: School Rate Limit		1

		1920s						25

		1920		Georgia: County School Rate Limit		1

		1921		Nebraska: School Rate Limit (repealed)		0

		1929		Nevada: Municipal Rate Limit		1

				North Dakota: County, Municipal, & School Rate Limit		1

				Utah: Municipal and School Rate Limits		1

		1930s						32

		1931		Montana: County Rate Limit (replaced by levy limit)		1

		1932		Michigan: Overall Rate Limit (effective 1933)		1

				West Virginia: Overall Rate Limit		1

		1933		Oklahoma: Rate Limit		1

				Pennsylvania: Levy Limit (repealed in part)		1

		1936		Nevada: Rate Limit		1

		1939		Illinois: County Rate Limit		1

		1940s						38

		1943		Pennsylvania: Levy Limit (repealed in 2010)		1

		1944		Washington: Overall Rate Limit		1

		1945		Georgia: School Rate Limit		1

		1946		Kentucky: School Rate Limit		1

		1949		Michigan: City Rate Limit		1

				Pennsylvania: School Rate Limit		1

		1950s						44

		1953		Pennsylvania: County Levy Limit		1

		1953		Delaware: Vo-tech School Rate Limit		1

		1955		Pennsylvania: County Rate Limit		1

		1956		Nevada: School Rate Limit		1

		1957		Nebraska: Municipal Rate Limit		1

		1957		Maryland: Assessment Limit		1

		1960s						52

		1961		Illinois: Municipal and School Rate Limits		1

		1962		Oregon: Levy Limit (repealed and replaced in 1997)		1		-1		OR

		1963		Idaho: School Rate Limit		1

		1965		Kentucky: Levy Limit		1

				Montana: Municipal Rate Limit (repealed in 2001)		1

				Pennsylvania: Municipal Rate Limit		1

		1967		Idaho: Municipal Rate Limit		1

		1968		Florida: County and Municipal Rate Limits		1

		1969		Utah: Levy Limit (repealed 1986)		1

		1970s						85

		1970		Kansas: Levy Limit (replaced in 1999)		1

		1971		Minnesota: Levy Limit (repealed in 1993)		1

				Montana: School Rate Limit		1

				New  York: Assessment Limit (New York City and Nassau County only)		1

				Washington: Levy Limit (declared unconstitutional and reinstated in 2007)		1

		1972		Alabama: Levy Limit and Overall Rate Limit		2

				Alaska: Municipal Rate Limit and Levy Limit		2

				Delaware: Levy Limit		1

				Iowa: Municipal Rate Limit		1

		1973		Indiana: Local Rate Limit and Levy Limit		2

				New Mexico: County, Municipal, and School Rate Limits		1

				North Carolina: County and Municipal Rate Limits		1

				Washington: County and Municipal Rate Limits		1

		1974		Louisiana: Municipal, Parish, and School Rate Limits; Statewide Rate Limit		1

		1975

				Montana: Assessment Limit		1

				Virginia Levy Limit (eff. 1976)		1

				Maryland: Assessment Limit		1

		1976		New Jersey: Levy Limit		1

				Ohio: Levy Limit		1

		1978		California: Assessment Limit and Rate Limit		2		-1		GA

				Idaho: Rate Limit (never took effect) and Assessment Limit (effective 1980, repealed 1982)		1

				Iowa: Assessment Limit		1

				Louisiana: Levy Limit		1

				Michigan: Levy Limit		1

				Nebraska: Levy Limit		1

		1979		Idaho: Levy Limit (repealed 1992)		1

				Kentucky: Levy Limit		1

				Nevada: Rate Limit		1

				New Mexico: Levy Limit		1

				Texas: Levy Limit (effective 1982)		1

		1980s						100

		1980		Arizona: Assessment Limit and Residential Rate Limit		2

				Florida: Levy Limit		1

				Massachusetts: Rate and Levy Limit		2

				Mississippi: Municipal and County Levy Limits		1

				Missouri: Levy Limit		1

				Oregon: Assessment Limit (repealed 1985)		1

		1981		Arkansas: Levy Limit		1

				New York: Assessment Limit (Agricultural)		1

				North Dakota: Levy Limit		1

		1982		Colorado: Assessment Limit		1		-1		ID

		1983		Mississippi: School District Levy Limit		1

				Nevada: Levy Limit		1

				Georgia: Local Option Assessment Limit		1

		1985		Rhode Island: Levy Limit		1		-1		OR

		1986		Montana: Levy Limit (effective 1987) 		1		-2		MT, UT

		1987		Connecticut: Local Option Assessment Limit		1

		1989		Iowa: School Rate Limit		1

		1990s						116

		1990		Connecticut (City of Hartford): Levy Limit		1

				Oregon: Overall Rate Limit (effective 1991)		1

				West Virginia: Levy Limit		1

		1991		Illinois: Levy Limit		1

		1992		Colorado: Rate and Levy Limits		2

				Florida: Assessment Limit (Homesteads) (effective 1995)		1		-1		ID

		1993		Wisconsin: Rate Limit (effective 1994)		1		-1		MN

		1994		Michigan: Assessment Limit; School Rate Limit		2

		1995		Idaho: Levy Limit		1

				South Carolina: Overall Rate Limit		1

				South Dakota: Levy Limit (effective 1997)		1

		1996		Nebraska: Rate Limit (effective 1998)		1

				Oklahoma: Assessment Limit		1

				Oregon: Levy Limit (never took effect, repealed in 1997)		0

		1997		Oregon: Assessment Limit and Rate Limits		2		-1		OR

				Texas: Assessment Limit		1

				Minnesota: Levy Limit (effective 1998–1999 only)		1

		1999		Kansas: Levy Limit (replaced 1970 levy limit)		1		-1		KS

		2000s						127

		2000		Arkansas: Assessment Limit (effective 2001)		1		-1		MN

				New Mexico: Assessment Limit		1

		2002		District of Columbia: Assessment Limit		1		-1		MT, 

		2003		Illinois: Local Option Assessment Limit		1

		2005		Maine: Levy Limit		1

				Nevada: Levy Limit		1

				Wisconsin: Levy Limit		1

		2006		District of Columbia: Levy Limit (Residential Property)		1

				Pennsylvania: Levy Limit		1

				South Carolina: Assessment Limit		1

		2008		Florida: Assessment Limit (Non-Homesteads)		1

				Indiana: Levy Limit (codified in 2010)		1

				Minnesota: Levy Limit (reenacted 1997 limit, effective 2009–2011 only)		1

		2010s						130

		2010		District of Columbia: Levy Limit (Commercial Property)		1		-1		PA

				Georgia: Assessment Limit (Forest Land)		1

		2011		New  York: Levy Limit		1

		2012		Arizona: Assessment Limit (effective 2015)		1		-1		MN

		2013		Minnesota: Levy Limit (effective 2014 only)		1

						141

								141







State-Imposed Property Tax Limit Enactments by Decade, 
1850s to 2010s

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40

1850s

1880s

1900s

1920s

1940s

1960s

1980s

2000s

Count of States Enacting Limits

Assessment Limits
Levy Limits
Rate Limits

Source: Paquin 2015


PTEL Enactments by Decade
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Bar Chart Data

								Assessment Limits		Levy Limits		Rate Limits

						1820s						1

						1850s		0		0		2

		1852		Delaware: County Rate Limit (Kent County only)								1

		1855		Florida: School Rate Limit								1

						1870s		0		0		3

		1875		Missouri: Rate Limit								1

						1880s		0		0		2

		1883		Arkansas: County and Municipal Rate Limits								2

				Texas: Municipal Rate Limit

						1890s		0		0		3

		1890		Wyoming: County and Municipal Rate Limits								1

		1894		New York: Rate Limit								1

		1898		Utah: County Rate Limit								1

						1900s		0		0		3

		1903		Nebraska: County Rate Limit (repealed?)								1

		1908		Kentucky: County and Municipal Rate Limit								1

						1910s		0		3		6

		1911		Wyoming: School Rate Limit								1

		1913		Arizona: Levy Limit						2

				Colorado: Levy Limit

				Idaho: County Rate Limit								1

		1914		New Mexico: Rate Limit								1

		1915		South Dakota: Rate Limit								1

		1916		Oregon: Levy Limit (repealed in 1962)						1

						1920s		0		0		5

		1921		Nebraska: School Rate Limit (repealed?)								1

		1929		Nevada: Municipal Rate Limit								4

				North Dakota: Rate Limit

				Ohio: Rate Limit

				Utah: Municipal and School Rate Limits

						1930s		0		3		6

		1931		Montana: County Rate Limit (replaced by levy limit)								1

		1933		Michigan: Rate Limit						1		2

				Oklahoma: Rate Limit

				Pennsylvania: Levy Limit (repealed in part)						1

		1936		Nevada: Rate Limit								1

		1938		New York: Levy Limit						1

		1939		Illinois: County Rate Limit								2

				West Virginia: Rate Limit

						1940s		0		1		5

		1943		Pennsylvania: Levy Limit (repealed in 2010)						1

		1944		Washington: Rate Limit								1

		1945		Georgia: School Rate Limit								1

		1946		Kentucky: School Rate Limit								1

		1949		Michigan: City Rate Limit								2

				Pennsylvania: School Rate Limit

						1950s		1		0		3

		1953		Pennsylvania: County Levy Limit						0

		1955		Pennsylvania: County Rate Limit								1

		1956		Nevada: School Rate Limit								1

		1957		Maryland: Assessment Limits				1				1

				Nebraska: Municipal Rate Limit

						1960s		0		3		6

		1961		Illinois: School and Municipal Rate Limits								1

		1962		Oregon: Levy Limit (repealed and replaced in 1997)						1

		1963		Idaho: School Rate Limit								1

		1965		Kentucky: Levy Limit						1		2

				Montana: Municipal Rate Limit (repealed in 2001)

				Pennsylvania: Municipal Rate Limit

		1967		Idaho: Municipal Rate Limit								1

		1968		Florida: County and Municipal Rate Limits								1

		1969		Utah: Levy Limit (repealed 1986)						1

						1970s		5		18		11

		1970		Kansas: Levy Limit (replaced in 1999)						1

		1971		Minnesota: Levy Limit (eliminated in 1993)						1

				Montana: School Rate Limit								1

				New  York: Assessment Limit				1

				Washington: Levy Limit (amended 2001, declared unconstitutional and reinstated in 2007)						1

		1972		Alabama: Levy Limit and Rate Limit						3		3

				Alaska: Levy Limit and Rate Limit

				Delaware: Levy Limit

				Iowa: Municipal Rate Limit

		1973		Indiana: Levy Limit						1

				New Mexico: County, Municipal, and School Rate Limits								1

				North Carolina: Rate Limit								1

				Washington: County and Municipal Rate Limits								1

		1974		Louisiana: Municipal, Parish, and School Rate Limits; Statewide Rate Limit								1

		1975		Indiana: Rate Limit								1

				Montana: Assessment Limit				1

		1976		New Jersey: Levy Limit						1

				Ohio: Levy Limit						1

		1978		California: Assessment Limit and Levy Limit				1		1

				Idaho: Rate Limit (never took effect) and Assessment Limit (effective 1980, repealed 1982)				1				1

				Louisiana: Levy Limit						1

				Michigan: Levy Limit						1

				Nebraska: Levy Limit						1

		1979		Kentucky: Levy Limit						1

				Nevada: Rate Limit								1

				New Mexico: Assessment Limit and Levy Limit				1		1

				Texas: Levy Limit (effective 1982)						1

						1980s		5		10		2

												-1		GA

		1980		Arizona: Assessment Limit and Rate Limit; Levy Limit Amended				1				1

				Florida: Levy Limit

				Massachusetts: Rate and Levy Limit						1		1

				Mississippi: Levy Limit						1

				Missouri: Levy Limit						1

				Oregon: Assessment Limit (repealed 1985)				1

		1981		Arkansas: Levy Limit						1

				New York: Assessment Limit (New York City only)				1

				North Dakota: Levy Limit						1

		1982		Colorado: Assessment Limit				1

		1983		Nevada: Levy Limit						1

		1985		Rhode Island: Levy Limit						1

		1986		Utah (repealed						-1

		1987		Utah						1

		1986		Montana: Levy Limit (effective 1987) 						1

		1987		Connecticut: Local Option Assessment Limit				1

		1989		Iowa: School Rate Limit								1

						1990s		5		8		7

		1990		Oregon: Rate Limit (effective 1991)								1

				West Virginia: Levy Limit						1

		1991		Illinois: Levy Limit (amended 1995)						1

		1992		Colorado: Rate and Levy Limits						1		1

				Florida: Assessment Limit (Homesteads) (effective 1995)				1

		1993		Wisconsin: Rate Limit (effective 1994)								1

		1994		Michigan: Assessment Limit; School Rate Limit				1				1

		1995		Idaho: Levy Limit						1

				South Carolina: Rate Limit								1

				South Dakota: Levy Limit (effective 1997)						1

		1996		Nebraska: Rate Limit (effective 1998)								1

				Oklahoma: Assessment Limit				1

				Oregon: Levy Limit (never took effect, repealed in 1997)						1

		1997		Oregon: Assessment Limit and Rate Limits				1				1

				Texas: Assessment Limit				1

		1998		Minnesota: Levy Limit (expired in 2001)						1

		1999		Kansas: Levy Limit (replaced 1970 levy limit)						1

						2000s		7		8		1

		2000		Arkansas: Assessment Limit (effective 2001)				1

				New Mexico: Assessment Limit				1

		2001		Minnesota: Levy Limit (effective 2001, expired in 2005)						1

		2002		District of Columbia: Assessment Limit				1

		2003		Illinois: Local Option Assessment Limit				1

				Montana: Assessment Limit (to replace 1975 limit)				1

		2005		Maine: Levy Limit						1

				Nevada: Levy Limit						1

				Wisconsin: Levy Limit						1

		2006		District of Columbia: Levy Limit (Residential Property)						1

				Georgia: Local Option Assessment Limit				1

				Pennsylvania: Levy Limit						1

				South Carolina: Assessment Limit				1

		2007		Florida Maximum Millage Rates				1

		2008		Florida: Assessment Limit (Non-Homesteads)				1

				Indiana: Levy Limit (codified in 2010)						1

				Minnesota: Levy Limit (effective 2009–2011)						1

		2009		Montana: Assessment Limit (to replace 2003 limit)				1

						2010s		2		3		0

		2010		District of Columbia: Levy Limit (Commercial Property)						1

				Georgia: Assessment Limit (Forest Land)				1

		2011		New  York: Levy Limit						1

		2012		Arizona: Assessment Limit (effective 2015)				1

		2013		Minnesota: Levy Limit (effective 2014)						1

		Unknown		Virginia: Levy Limit

				Connecticut (City of Hartford): Rate Limit







Key Property Tax Terms

rate limit, for property tax. A legal limit 
on property tax rates so that they are 
either frozen or tied to an index or 
formula. 

levy limit. A legal limit on the amount of 
revenue raised by the property tax or on 
the rate of growth in property tax 
revenues. 

assessment limit. A legal limit on annual 
increases in assessed values that either 
freezes such values or ties increases to 
an index or formula. 

http://datatoolkits.lincolninst.edu/subcenters/significant-features-property-tax/upload/files/tax_digest/tax-digest-glossary.pdf

http://datatoolkits.lincolninst.edu/subcenters/significant-features-property-tax/upload/files/tax_digest/tax-digest-glossary.pdf


State-by-State Property Tax at a Glance 
Video Demo

http://datatoolkits.lincolninst.edu/subcenters/significant-features-property-tax/state-by-state-property-tax-at-a-glance

http://datatoolkits.lincolninst.edu/subcenters/significant-features-property-tax/state-by-state-property-tax-at-a-glance


Tax Limitation Information in 
State-by-State Property Tax at a Glance

Interactive tax limitation maps and charts

Glossary of general and state-specific tax limit terms

Simple narrative explanation of complex state tax caps

Links to tax limitation reports, documents, and media



states limit the 
property tax rate 
or levy



states limit the 
rate of growth of 
assessed value



Downloadable State Narratives



State-Specific Resources

Davis, Matthew, and Andrea Vedder. 2014. “The Real Consequences of Property Tax Compression 
for Oregon Public Schools.” June.  
http://economics.uoregon.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2014/07/DavisVedderEC419_2104.pdf 

Gaston, Christian. 2013. “Confused by Your Oregon Property Tax Bill? Ask the Property Tax Fairy.” 
http://www.oregonlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2013/09/confused_by_your_oregon_proper.html 

Novick, Steve. “Our Goofy Property Tax System.”  
http://www.portlandoregon.gov/novick/article/428020 

Oregon Department of Revenue. “How Property Taxes Work in Oregon.”  
www.oregon.gov/DOR/programs/property/Pages/property-taxes.aspx 

Oregon Department of Revenue. 2009. “A Brief History of Oregon Property Taxation.”  
http://www.oregon.gov/DOR/programs/gov-research/Documents/303-405-1.pdf 

 



State-Imposed Property Tax Limitations: Trends and Outlook (August 2015)
State Tax Notes
Bethany P. Paquin
www.lincolninst.edu/publications/working-papers/chronicle-161-year-history-state-imposed-
property-tax-limitations

Chronicle of the 161-Year History of State-Imposed Property Tax Limitations (April 2015)
Lincoln Institute Working Paper
Bethany P. Paquin
http://datatoolkits.lincolninst.edu/pubs/PubDetail.aspx?pubid=2538

Other Tax Limit Resources

http://www.lincolninst.edu/publications/working-papers/chronicle-161-year-history-state-imposed-property-tax-limitations
http://datatoolkits.lincolninst.edu/pubs/PubDetail.aspx?pubid=2538


Chapter 11
“Tax Restrictions and 
Assessment Limits”

Chapter 12 
“Tax Limitations and 

Accurate Assessments: The 
Massachusetts Experience”

http://www.lincolninst.edu/sites/default/files/pubfiles/a-good-tax-full_3.pdf

http://www.lincolninst.edu/sites/default/files/pubfiles/a-good-tax-full_3.pdf


More state detail at 
Significant Features 
of the Property Tax 

http://datatoolkits.lincolninst.edu/subcenters/significant-features-property-tax/

http://datatoolkits.lincolninst.edu/subcenters/significant-features-property-tax/


Contact Information
Daphne A. Kenyon
Resident Fellow
Dept. of Valuation and Taxation
Lincoln Institute of Land Policy
617-661-3016
DKenyon@lincolninst.edu

Bethany P. Paquin
Research Analyst
Dept. of Valuation and Taxation
Lincoln Institute of Land Policy
bethanypaquin@gmail.com

mailto:DKenyon@lincolninst.edu
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